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Commissioner for Patents 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

2011 South Clark Place 

Customer Window, Mail Stop AF 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 

Arlington, Virginia 22202 

U.S.A. 

APPLICANT INITIATED INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

Dear Sir: 

A Telephone Examiner Interview was conducted on July 8, 2005 with Examiner 
Brent Swarthout. 

Mr. Dennis Leung and Ms. Natalie Raffoul conducted an Examiner Interview by 
telephone with Examiner Swarthout to discuss a draft response which was forwarded to 
him on July 6, 2005, in relation to the Office Action dated May 9, 2005. 



Firstly, Mr. Leung addressed the issue of the new matter objection raised in the 
Office Action. Examiner Swarthout explained that the language in relation to the sensor 
node having an associated longitudinal access tangential to the deformable cable is 
objectionable as the word "tangential 7 ' does not find support in the original Specification 
and suggested that the node lay along the surface of the cable. Mr. Leung further 
suggested claim language, such as "the detection zone being transverse to the 
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longitudinal direction of the cable at the sensor node" and Examiner Swarthout agreed 
that this wording was better. 

Second, and in relation to the new matter objection. Examiner Swarthout stated 
that the amendment detailing volumetric detection zones and sensor nodes was 
objectionable as there was no clear basis in the original Specification for the use of this 
language. In response, Mr. Leung remarked that in Figure 6 there is clearly shown a 
detection zone in the shape of a trough which clearly shows a volumetric detection zone. 
Examiner Swarthout agreed that the detection zone appears to be volumetric, however he 
could not confirai at that point whether or not he would ultimately accept Figure 6 as a 
basis for the entry of the term "volumetric" in the Specification and corresponding 
Claims. 

With respect to the patentability objections, Examiner Swarthout indicated that 
the proposed amended Claims seem to overcome the Hunt and Akers patents, however 
Frederick remained a consideration with respect to patentability. Examiner Swarthout 
indicated that he viewed the vibration conduit as providing a deformable cable. In 
response, Mr. Leung explained that the cable is not deformable because Frederick teaches 
a relatively rigid conduit because acoustic vibration signals returned would be alternated 
and possibly lost if the conduit was not rigid. Therefore, Frederick in fact teaches away 
from a deformable cable as taught and claimed in the present invention. Nevertheless, 
Examiner Swarthout indicated that the argument with respect to Frederick clearly not 
teaching a deformable cable was not sufficiently highlighted in the response to overcome 
the rejection. However, Examiner Swarthout confirmed that the line of argument raised 
in the Interview may indeed overcome Frederick. 
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In sum, both parties agreed that if the application was amended to overcome die 
new matter objections and arguments were presented over the cited prior art references, a 
further prior art search would likely not be necessitated. 
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Conclusion 



necessary. 



Respectfhlly submitted 
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